LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER

February 2019 Administrator report
From: Linda Loomis, Administrator
To: LMRWD Board of Managers

In addition to items on the meeting agenda, work continues on the following District projects and issues:

Freshwater Society

John Linc Stine was named as the Executive Director of the Freshwater Society. John most recently
served as the MPCA Commissioner under Governor Dayton. Before that John was with the MN
Department of Health.

Notermann & Peterson Residential Development/Eden Prairie Comprehensive Plan Amendment
In September 2018, the LMRWD received notice of a change to designated land use for two areas of
Eden Prairie. The LMRWD commented that the proposed change to land use did not impact the
LMRWD.

The Metropolitan Council has reviewed the request from the city and responded that the city may
"place the amendment into effect". The notice from the Met Council is attached.

Freshwater Ice Out/Loon In

This event is a fundraiser for Freshwater Society. The LMRWD has supported the event with the
purchase of a table. This year the event will be held Saturday. May 4th at the Metropolitan Ballroom in
Golden Valley

Scott County Watershed Planning Commission

Paul Nelson, Scott County Watershed Management Organization, contacted me to see if President
Hartmann or | would be able to come and make a presentation to the Scott County Watershed Planning
Commission. They meet the fourth Monday of the month at 4:00pm. They asked if we would be
available March 25th or April 22nd.

MN River Greenway/Dakota County - Eagan segment

Dakota County is beginning work on this segment of the trail. The segment runs west from the trailhead
at Lone Oak road to Cedar Avenue. Work is currently underway for the trail head at Cedar Avenue and
will include activities from the Cultural Resource Interpretive Plan. The County held a kick-off meeting
to acquaint stakeholders with the scheduled plans. The major goal for 2019 is to work with Union
Pacific Railroad to get permission for the trail crossing. A map, project schedule and work flow is
attached for managers information.

Upcoming meetings/events

o Upper Mississippi River Waterway Association - Thursday, February 21, 2019, 11:30am
Lilydale Pool & Yacht Club

o MAWD Day at the Capitol - Wednesday, February 20, 2019 & Thursday, February 21, 2019,
Double Tree Hotel, 411 Minnesota Street, St. Paul
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o Moos Family Lecture Series: Dr. David Montgomery - A New Case for Agriculture, April 16,
2019, Plymouth Creek Center, 14800 34th Avenue North, Plymouth MN, public reception
5:30pm, Lecture 7:00pm

o USACE River Resource Forum - April 23-24, 2019 (more information will be provided as it
becomes available)

o lce Out/Loon In - Freshwater Annual Gala, May 4, 2019, Metropolitan Club & Ballroom

o 12th MN River Congress - St. Peter Minnesota (more information will be provided as it

becomes available)



February 14, 2019

Beth Novak-Krebs, Senior Planner
City of Eden Prairie

8080 Mitchell Road

Eden Prairie, MN 55344

RE: City of Eden Prairie Notermann Residential Development and Peterson
Residential Development Comprehensive Plan Amendments —
Post Council Action
Metropolitan Council Review File Nos. 20401-21 and 20401-22
Metropolitan Council District No. 3

Dear Ms. Novak-Krebs:

At its meeting on February 13, 2019, the Metropolitan Council reviewed the City’s
Comprehensive Plan Amendment, based on the staff report (attached). The area affected by the
two amendments are located on either side of Spring Road, north of Flying Cloud Drive. The
Notermann Residential Development amendment reguides 8.34 acres from Rural to Low
Density Residential and incorporates the area into the wastewater sewer service area. The
Peterson Residential Development amendment reguides 7.57 acres from Park/Open Space to
Low Density Residential and incorporates this area into the wastewater sewer service area.
Futhermore, the amendment incorporates 4.73 acres currently guided as Low Density
Residential into the wastewater sewer service area.

The Council found that the amendment conforms to the regional system plans for transportation,
wastewater, and parks. However, the Council found that the amendment is not consistent with
Natural Resources Policies in Thrive MSP 2040, but is consistent with other policies; and is not
compatible with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge
Comprehensive Conservation Plan, but compatible with the plans of other adjacent and affected
jurisdictions. The City may place the amendment into effect. Please refer to the advisory
comments regarding Natural Resources that are contained in the Review Record.

A copy of the staff report to the Council is attached for your records. The Council will append
the amendment, submission form and supplemental information to the City's plan in the
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Council's files. If you have any questions, please contact Michael Larson, Principal Reviewer at
651-602-1407.

Sincerely,

Angela R Torres, AICP, Manager
Local Planning Assistance

Attachment

CC:
Sarena Selbo, Manager, Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service (US FWS) '
Gerry Shimek, Supervisory Wildlife Refuge Specialist, US FWS
Terry Jeffery, Project & Permit Manager, Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek Watershed District
Linda Loomis, Adminstrator, Lower Minnesota River Watershed District
Tod Sherman, Development Reviews Coordinator, MNDOT Metro
Jennifer Munt, Metropolitan Council District No. 3
Michael Larson, AICP, Sector Representative / Principal Reviewer
Raya Esmaeili, Reviews Coordinator

N:ACommbDev\LPA\Communities\Eden Prairie\Letters\Eden Prairie 2019 Notermann CPA 20401-21 and Peterson
CPA 20401-22 Post Council Action.docx



Committee Report
Business Item No. 2019-21

Community Development Committee
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of February 13, 2019

Subject: City of Eden Prairie Notermann Residential Development Comprehensive Plan Amendment,
Review File No. 20401-21; and Peterson Residential Development Comprehensive Plan Amendment,
Review File No. 20401-22

Proposed Action
1. Adopt the attached Review Record and allow the City of Eden Prairie to place the Notermann
Residential Development and Peterson Residential Development Comprehensive Plan
Amendments into effect.

2. Find that the amendments do not change the City’'s forecasts.

3. Find that the amendment is inconsistent with Natural Resource policies in Thrive MSP 2040,
and that urbanization of the area is inadvisable. Urbanization of both amendment locations at
even low residential densities can result in the permanent loss of the site’s existing diverse
ecological integrity with the process of grading for buildable homesites, provision of necessary

support infrastructure, and the inevitable introduction of invasive vegetative species into the
area.

4. Strongly encourage the City to:
a. Reconsider the development of these properties due to the limited development capacity
and the potential for environmental degradation on and adjacent to the sites.

b. Complete further analysis to determine the level of development that is suitable for each
site including environmental review, steep slopes, bluffs, tree removal and replacement,
cultural/archeological studies, and shoreland and floodplain information.

c. Collaborate with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and other entities that consider the
overall environmental and aesthetic conditions of the Refuge and its surroundings.

5. Advise the City to implement the advisory comments in the Review Record for Natural
Resources.

Summary of Committee Discussion/Questions

Senior Planner Michael Larson presented the staff's report to the Committee. John Shardlow, Stantec,
was present, representing the property owners who initiated the amendments. No representatives from
the City of Eden Prairie were available to attend, but staff shared e-mail comments from City Planner
Julie Klima. These comments emphasized that the City prioritizes preservation of bluff, shoreland and
floodplain areas; and the City has tools in place to ensure preservation of these features while '
balancing development interest. Councilmember Munt stated that she had contact with officials from the
City, who made similar remarks.

The Community Development Committee unanimously recommended approval of the proposed actions
at its meeting on January 22, 2019.

L
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Business Item No. 2019-21

Community Development Committee
Meeting date: January 22, 2019

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of February 13, 2019

Subject: City of Eden Prairie Notermann Residential Development Comprehensive Plan Amendment,
Review File No. 20401-21; and Peterson Residential Development Comprehensive Plan Amendment,
Review File No. 20401-22

District(s), Member(s): District 3, Jennifer Munt
Policy/Legal Reference: Metropolitan Land Planning Act (Minn. Stat. § 473.175)

Staff Prepared/Presented: Michael Larson, Senior Planner, Local Planning Assistance (651-602-
1407)

Division/Department: Community Development / Regional Planning

Proposed Action
That the Metropolitan Council:

1. Adopt the attached Review Record and allow the City of Eden Prairie to place the Notermann
Residential Development and Peterson Residential Development Comprehensive Plan
Amendments into effect.

2. Find that the amendments do not change the City’s forecasts.

3. Find that the amendment is inconsistent with Natural Resource policies in Thrive MSP 2040,
and that urbanization of the area is inadvisable. Urbanization of both amendment locations at
even low residential densities can result in the permanent loss of the site’s existing diverse
ecological integrity with the process of grading for buildable homesites, provision of necessary
support infrastructure, and the inevitable introduction of invasive vegetative species into the
area.

4. Strongly encourage the City to:

a. Reconsider the development of these properties due to the limited development capacity
and the potential for environmental degradation on and adjacent to the sites.

b. Complete further analysis to determine the level of development that is suitable for each
site including environmental review, steep slopes, bluffs, tree removal and replacement,
cultural/archeological studies, and shoreland and floodplain information.

c. Collaborate with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and other entities that consider the
overall environmental and aesthetic conditions of the Refuge and its surroundings.

5. Advise the City to implement the advisory comments in the Review Record for Natural
Resources.

Background

The Council is conducting a concurrent review on two comprehensive plan amendments, which were
submitted simultaneously by the City of Eden Prairie, due to their adjacency and similarity. The areas
being reguided are located on either side of Spring Road north of Flying Cloud Drive (County Road 61),
adjacent to the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

On the west side of Spring Road, the Notermann Residential Development amendment reguides 8.34
acres from Rural to Low Density Residential and incorporates the area into the
wastewater sewer service area.
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On the east side of Spring Road, the Peterson Residential Development amendment reguides 7.57
acres from Park/Open Space to Low Density Residential and incorporates this area into the wastewater
sewer service area. Furthermore, the amendment incorporates 4.73 acres currently guided as Low
Density Residential into the wastewater sewer service area.

There is no development proposal at this time for either location. The City denied concurrent requests
to change the Rural zoning classification on both sites until such time that a development plan and
sufficient site information are submitted to the City to determine consistency with the Comprehensive
Plan.

Rationale

The proposed amendment conforms to regional system plans, is consistent with Council policies except
for Natural Resources, and is compatible with the plans of other local communities and school districts.
The proposed amendments are not consistent with the 2004 Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge
Comprehensive Conservation Plan, nor its predecessor, the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge,
Recreation Area and State Trail Comprehensive Plan (1983).

Thrive Lens Analysis

The proposed amendment is reviewed against the land use policies in Thrive MSP 2040. To achieve
the outcomes identified in Thrive, the metropolitan development guide defines the Land Use Policy for
the region and includes strategies for local governments and the Council to implement. These policies
and strategies are interrelated and, taken together, serve to achieve the outcomes identified in Thrive.

Funding
None.

Known Support / Opposition

Two residents of the immediate area spoke in opposition to the amendments at the City of Eden
Prairie’s Planning Commission public hearing on October 22, 2018. These same residents also spoke
in opposition at the subsequent City Council meeting on December 4, 2018. Issues of concern include
preservation of the bluffs along the Minnesota River.
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Review Record

City of Eden Prairie
Notermann Residential Development and Peterson Residential Development
Comprehensive Plan Amendments

Review File Nos. 20401-21 and 20401-22, Council Business Item No. 2019-21

BACKGROUND

The City of Eden Prairie (City) is located in southwestern Hennepin County, bounded by the cities of
Minnetonka, Edina, and Bloomington in Hennepin County; Chanhassen in Carver County; and
Shakopee in Scott County.

Consistent with the policies adopted by the Council in June 2014 (Business ltem 2014-143) regarding
review of local comprehensive plans, this amendment is being reviewed under Thrive MSP 2040 and its
policy plans. The proposed amendment was found complete for review in a letter dated December 7, 2018.

Thrive MSP 2040 (Thrive) designates Eden Prairie with a “Suburban” community designation. Figure 1
shows the general location of Eden Prairie and nearby communities, and the Council’'s Thrive MSP
2040 Community Designation. The Council forecasts from 2017 to 2040 that the City will grow from
63,726 to 82,400 population and 24,893 to 33,300 households. The Council also forecasts that,

" between 2017 and 2040, the City’'s employment will increase from 62,844 to 66,600 jobs.

The Council reviewed the City’'s Update (Business Item 2009-299, Review File No. 20401-1) on
October 14, 2009. These amendments are the City’'s 19" and 20" since the review of the Update.

REQUEST SUMMARY

The Council is conducting a concurrent review on two comprehensive plan amendments, which were
submitted simultaneously by the City of Eden Prairie, due to their adjacency and similarity. The areas
being reguided are located on either side of Spring Road north of Flying Cloud Drive (County Road 61),
adjacent to the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

On the west side of Spring Road, the Notermann Residential Development amendment reguides 8.34
acres from Rural to Low Density Residential and incorporates the area into the Metropolitan Urban
Services Area (MUSA).

On the east side of Spring Road, the Peterson Residential Development amendment reguides 7.57
acres from Park/Open Space to Low Density Residential and incorporates this area into the MUSA.
Furthermore, the amendment incorporates 4.73 acres currently guided as Low Density Residential into
the MUSA.

There is no development proposal at this time for either location. The City denied concurrent requests
to change the Rural zoning classification on both sites until such time that a development plan and
sufficient site information are submitted to the City to determine consistency with the Comprehensive
Plan.
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OVERVIEW

Conformance with The amendments conform to the Regional System Plans for Parks,
Regional Systems Transportation (including Aviation), and Wastewater, with no substantial

impact on, or departure from, these plans.

Consistency with The amendments are not consistent with the Natural Resources policies of
Council Policies Thrive MSP 2040. The amendments are consistent with the Housing Policy

Plan, with water resources management, and are consistent with Council
forecasts.

Compatibility with Plans The amendments will not have an impact on adjacent communities, school
of Adjacent districts, or watershed districts, and are compatible with the plans of those
Jurisdictions districts. The amendments are not compatible with the USFWS 2004

Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation
Plan, nor its predecessor, the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge,
Recreation Area and State Trail Comprehensive Plan (1983).

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTIONS

The Council acted on the City’'s 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update on October 14, 2009
(Business Item 2009-299, Review File No. 20401-1).

The Prairie Physicians Building amendment was administratively approved by the Council on
October 14, 2009 (Review File No. 20401-2). The amendment reguided 1.24 acres from Office
to Community Commercial.

The Nine Mile Creek Water Resources Center amendment was administratively approved by
the Council on October 11, 2010 (Review File No. 20401-3). The amendment reguided 4.24
acres from Low Density Residential to Park/Open Space, and 1.1 acres from Low Density
Residential to Public/Quasi-Public, to accommodate the Nine Mile Creek Water Resource
Center.

The United Health Group amendment was administratively approved by the Council on August
25, 2011 (Review File No. 20401-4). The amendment reguided a total of 27.7 acres to Office to
accommodate a development with nearly 1.5 million square feet of office space.

The Grand Haven at Marsh Cove amendment was administratively approved by the Council on
September 12, 2011 (Review File No. 20401-5). The amendment reguided 11.62 acres from
Church to 5.12 acres of Parks/Open Space and 6.5 acres of Low Density Residential to
accommodate a single-family development with 15 lots.

The Mitchell Crossing amendment was approved by the Council on October 31, 2012 (Business

Item 2012-321, Review File No. 20401-6). The amendment reguided 3.1 acres from Community
Commercial to High Density Residential to accommodate a 192-unit residential development.

The MAC Development Parcels amendment was administratively approved by the Council on
November 28, 2012 (Review File No. 20401-7). The amendment amended text in the Land Use
and Transportation Chapters related to uses on parcels guided as Airport.

The Hooverson Addition amendment was administratively approved by the Council on March
13, 2013 (Review File No. 20401-8). The amendment reguided 0.21 acre from Park/Open
Space to Low Density Residential to accommodate the subdivision of two single-family lots on
0.92 acre.
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e The Bryant Lake amendment was administratively approved by the Council on September 12,
2013 (Review File No. 20401-9). The amendment reguided 0.89 acre from Park/Open Space to
Low Density Residential to accommodate a single-family home.

o The City of Eden Prairie submitted the Notermann amendment on November 21, 2013 (Review
File No. 20401-10), which was subsequently withdrawn by the City on August 4, 2014. Due to
inconsistencies with regional policies and the City’'s own comprehensive plan, Council staff
recommended an alternative approach to the proposed amendment. The City withdrew this
amendment, and resubmitted a new one, which became Review File 20401-12.

e The Eden Gardens amendment was administratively approved by the Council on July 8, 2014
(Review File No. 20401-11). The amendment reguided 8.39 acres from Low Density Residential
to Medium Density Residential to accommodate 36 single-family homes.

e The Lion’s Tap amendment was administratively approved by the Council on November 3, 2014
(Review File No. 20401-12). This amendment addressed the same area as a prior submittal
(Review File No. 20401-10), which had been withdrawn due to policy inconsistencies identified
by Council staff. The amendment reguided 0.94 acre from Rural Residential to Neighborhood
Commercial, and amended the local sewer plan to provide service to the Lion’s Tap.

o The Kal Point amendment was administratively approved by the Council on February 10, 2013
(Review File No. 20401-13). The amendment reguided 2.98 acres from Neighborhood
Commercial to Community Commercial to allow construction of a new commercial uses.

e The Starbucks and BP amendment was administratively approved by the Council on April 6,
2016 (Review File No. 20401-14). The amendment reguided 0.44 acres from Low Density
Residential to Regional Commercial to accommodate new commercial uses.

e The Residential Densities amendment was administratively approved by the Council on
September 7, 2016 (Review File No. 20401-15). The amendment increased the allowable
density range for the land use categories of Medium Density Residential and High Density
Residential.

e The Prairie Bluffs Senior Living amendment was approved by the Council on December 14,
2016. (Business Item 2016-238, Review File No. 20401-16). The amendment reguided 4.68
acres from Office and Low Density Residential to High Density Residential to accommodate a
138-unit senior living facility.

e The Transit Oriented Development amendment was approved by the Council on September 27,
2017. (Business Iltem 2017-209, Review File No. 20401-17). The amendment created a new
guiding land use of Transit Oriented Development and reguided 2.93 acres from Regional
Commercial to Transit Oriented Development to accommodate a mixed use development
including 222 residential units and 13,000 square feet of retail.

e The Southview amendment was approved by the Council on March 19, 2018 (Business Item
2018-62, Review File No. 20401-18). The amendment created a new land use called High
Density Residential with a density range of 40 to 75 units/acre; renamed the High Density
Residential category to Medium High Density Residential and increased the lower end of the
density for this category from 6.7 to 10 units/acre, creating a resulting density range of 10 to 40
units/acre. The amendment also reguided 2.5 acres at the southwest corner of Prairie Center
Drive and Franlo Road to accommodate a 116-unit senior living campus.

e The ABRA Auto Body amendment was administratively approved by the Council on September
11, 2018 (Review File No. 20401-19). The amendment reguided 2.98 acres from Community
Commercial to Industrial to support the development of an ABRA Auto Body business.

e The Smith Village Plan Amendment was approved by the Council on January 9, 2019 (Business
Item 2018-356, Review File No. 20401-20). The amendment reguided 7.11 acres of property
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from Church/Cemetery and Industrial to Medium High Density Residential to facilitate a mixed-
income residential development including 164 units.

ISSUES

l. Does the amendment conform to the regional system plans?
Il Is the amendment consistent with Thrive MSP 2040 and other Council policies?
lll.  Does the amendment change the City’s forecasts?

V. Is the amendment compatible with the plans of adjacent local governmental units and affected
jurisdictions”?

ISSUES ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

Conformance with Regional Systems

The amendment conforms to the regional system plan for Regional Parks, Transportation, and
Wastewater, with no substantial impact on, or departure from, these system plans. Additional and
advisory comments for regional parks and wastewater are included below.

Regional Parks
Reviewer: Michael Larson (651-602-1407)

The proposed amendments allow urbanization of land that is environmentally sensitive and unsuitable
for development adjacent to a national wildlife refuge and regionally-significant open space resource.
Details about environmental conditions and suitability for development are also addressed under the
Land Use and Natural Resources sections that follow. The amendments represent potential impacts on
the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge).

Land immediately south of the amendment areas and along the Minnesota River are within the Upgrala
Unit of the Refuge. Federal and state recreational areas within the metropolitan region provide services
similar to those provided by regional parks, park preserves, and regional trail corridors. Consequently,
the Council recognizes the master plans of state and federal recreational parks, park preserves, and
regional trail corridors to the extent that they fulfill regional recreation open space objectives and are
consistent with the RPPP. The Bryant Lake (formerly North-South 2) Regional Trail Search Corridor
also travels through the Flying Cloud Drive Corridor. Hennepin County is building a multi-use trail
through the area on the north side of Flying Cloud Drive as part of its reconstruction of Flying Cloud
Drive (CSAH 61).

The Refuge is a corridor of land and water along the Minnesota River that stretches from Bloomington
to Henderson, MN, and is managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The Refuge was
established in 1976 to provide habitat for many migratory waterfowl, fish, and other wildlife species
threatened by commercial and industrial development, and to provide environmental education, wildlife
recreational opportunities, and interpretive programming for Twin Cities residents. The Refuge includes
land owned in fee by the USFWS, conservation easements acquired by the USFWS, a Minnesota State
Trail, and privately-owned lands that are primarily used for hunting and limited agricultural use. Most of
these areas in Eden Prairie are within the 100-year floodplain. Protection and management of Refuge
land occurs through cooperative efforts between agencies and with private interests.

Although the USFWS does not control or regulate private property, planning for the Minnesota Valley
River Valley in the past has involved collaboration between entities that considers the overall
environmental and aesthetic conditions of the Refuge and its surroundings. Planning in the mid-1990s
established the MUSA in its current extent. At that time, Refuge planning documents indicated that
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urban scale development below the bluff ridge in this vicinity would have the potential of significant
negative aesthetic, erosion, and environmental impact upon the Refuge. Policies in the City of Eden
Prairie’s 1998 and 2008 comprehensive plans were consistent with this finding, indicating that no
further extension of the wastewater sewer service area was planned.

Impact on the Refuge as a result of development may be minimized through further evaluation. In its
amendment submittal materials, the City indicates that further analysis is required to determine the
level of development that is suitable for each site. The staff report mentions factors such as
environmental review, steep slopes, bluffs, tree removal and replacement, cultural/archeological
studies, and shoreland and floodplain information. The City denied concurrent rezoning applications as
a result.

Wastewater

Reviewer: Roger Janzig (651-602-1119) :

The amendment conforms to the 2040 Water Resources Policy Plan (WRPP). Although the
amendment locations are not currently part of the Council’'s Long Term Wastewater Service Area
(LTWSA), the existing Metropolitan Disposal System has adequate capacity for the proposed changes
in guided land use. This additional flow is insignificant compared to the existing reserve capacity in the
regional wastewater conveyance and treatment system. The City will serve the amendment area with a
local sanitary sewer line that will be constructed to serve the Lion’s Tap property at the northwest
corner of Flying Cloud Drive and Spring Road (Review File No. 20401-12). The City is coordinating the
extension/installation of utilities with Hennepin County’s reconstruction of Flying Cloud Drive (CSAH 61)
and the City’s reconstruction of Eden Prairie Road south to Flying Cloud Drive.

Metropolitan Council Environmental Services establishes the LTWSA by considering long-term regional
capacity in both its interceptor and wastewater treatment facilities. The extent of the LTWSA is
illustrative, responding to local comprehensive planning. As plans are modified, the boundary of the
LTWSA can expand and contract so that the net service area remains the same. This "balancing" of the
serviceable area is important when significantly large areas are added to the LTWSA. Plans.typically
remove a commensurate amount of land. However, the delineation of this area is not refined to the
point where the addition of 12.3 acres would require a reduction of equal size somewhere else in the
service area. Staff find that the addition of the proposed 12.3 acres to the LTWSA does not represent
an impact to the regional wastewater system, nor is it inconsistent with the WRPP.

Consistency with Council Policy

The amendments are consistent with Council policies for forecasts, housing, sub-surface sewage
treatment systems, and water supply. The amendments are not consistent with Council policy for Land
Use and Natural Resources. Additional review comments regarding land use, natural resources, and
housing policies are detailed below.

Land Use

Reviewer: Michael Larson (651-602-1407)

The amendments are not consistent with the Natural Resources Protection Policy in Thrive MSP 2040
(Thrive). Since the late 1990s, the wastewater sewer service area excludes areas below the Minnesota
River bluff ridge in order to maintain a rural character for land that is undeveloped, highly erodible, and
which includes the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. Consequently, these areas have been
guided as Rural (1 dwelling unit per 10 acres) and Open Space. These same environmental issues
arose during the review of the Lion’s Tap amendment (Review File No. 20401-12), which is adjacent to
the Notermann site. At that time, the City requested to expand local sewer service to serve a business
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with a failing subsurface treatment system. Details about inconsistency with Natural Resources
Protection Policy are addressed under the Natural Resources review below.

Thrive identifies the City as a Suburban Community and directs Suburban communities to support
forecasted growth at densities of at least 5 units per acre. The amendment proposes to re-guide 15.9
acres of land designated as Rural and Park/Open Space to Low Density Residential with a density
range of 1 to 2.5 units per acre. As a result of the amendment, the City’s overall planned density
decreases slightly from 5.86 to 5.84 units/acre, as shown in Table 1 with changes underlined. As a
result, the amendments are consistent with residential density policies in Thrive MSP 2040 (Thrive).

Table 1. City of Eden Prairie Planned Residential Density

Density

Range Net Min Max
Category Min Max  Acres Units Units
Low Density Residential 1 25 690.84 691 1727
Medium Density Residential 25 10 46.39 116 464
Medium High Density Residential 10 40 41.74 417 1670
High Density Residential 40 75 2.5 100 188
Town Center 40 75 114 | 4560 8550
TOD 25 80 2.93 73 234
Plat Monitoring 2000-2016 648.78 3079

TOTALS 1547.18
Overall Density 8.29

Natural Resources

Reviewer: Jim Larsen (651-602-1159)

The amendments are inconsistent with the Natural Resources Protection Policy of Thrive. Council staff
conclude that the areas being reguided are better maintained as rural character and/or public open
space resources. Soil conditions and slopes on the sites create severe building limitations due to the
risk of erosion. Flooding is also a risk due to the presence of floodplain and high water tables.

Both amendments locations include high quality vegetative habitat adjacent to the Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge. Urbanization of both amendment locations at even low residential densities
can result in the permanent loss of the site’s existing diverse ecological integrity, due to the process of
grading for establishment of buildable homesites, provision of their necessary support infrastructure,
and the inevitable introduction of invasive vegetative species into the area.

Soil and Slope Conditions

On the Notermann amendment location, the Hennepin County Minnesota Soil Survey (Survey)
indicates that approximately 85 percent of the soils on the parcel have been characterized to be Salida
coarse sandy loam soils on slopes of 18 to 35 percent, and the majority of the rest of the parcel
consists of similar sandy (Salida or Hubbard) soils exhibiting slopes of 12 to 18 percent. These soil
types along with their very steep slopes create ideal conditions for soil erosion and potential slope
failure, particularly if home and infrastructure construction is introduced on the site.
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On the western half of the Peterson amendment location, soils include mostly Mixed Alluvial Land,
which is frequently flooded, and a small area of Chaska Clay Loam. The western half is dominated by
the Riley Creek channel, its 100-year floodplain, and a wetland within the southwest corner. Conditions
create significant building limitations as they are poorly drained, exhibit high water tables, and are
prone to frequent flooding.

On the eastern half of the Peterson amendment location, soils include an equal presence of Salida
coarse sandy loam soils on slopes of 18 to 35 percent, and Hubbard loamy sand soils exhibiting slopes
of 12 to 18 percent.

The Survey states that building limitations are severe where slopes are more than 12 percent. The soils
are non-cohesive, and gullies develop easily. Steep slopes and embankments in the soil are difficult
and costly to stabilize with vegetative practices once they have become destabilized. Increased and
concentrated runoff from roofs and impervious surfaces can cause severe erosion. Most areas where
these soils are mapped are preserved in permanent pasture or as native vegetated wildlife habitat. The
Survey further states that these steep, very droughty soils are better suited to permanent native
vegetation, and that gullies should be shaped and seeded to grass before they become difficult to
stabilize.

Regionally Significant Ecological Areas

The Council and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR) staff, in cooperation with the
University of Minnesota, jointly prepared the Natural Resources Inventory/Assessment (NRIA)
database for the seven-county area in 2004-2005, which Council continues to utilize. The data set is
identified in the Council’'s geographic information system as Regionally Significant Ecological Areas.

Approximately 90 percent of the Notermann amendment location has been mapped as currently
supporting vegetative habitat characterized as “Outstanding” (the highest level) in quality by the NRIA.
The eastern half of the Peterson amendment location, as well as the Prairie Bluff Conservation Area
immediately north of the location, have been mapped as currently supporting vegetative habitat '
characterized as “Outstanding”.

The Notermann and Peterson amendment locations are immediately adjacent to the Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Area, which includes remnant native prairie and restore native grasslands on former
agricultural fields. The largest block of remnant native prairie in the vicinity of the Refuge exists along
the Eden Prairie Bluffs and is characterized by a diversity of native grasses and forbs. Refuge staff
have historically strongly recommended against development of bluff lands due to potential
environmental impacts on the Refuge, including the risk of significant erosion and bluff failure near the
Refuge. Furthermore, development of home sites below the bluff ridge in this location would diminish
the aesthetic and recreational experience of Minnesota Valley State Trail users and Wildlife Refuge
visitors.

Advisory Comments
Council staff strongly recommend that the City reconsider the potential for development on this site. If

the City chooses to move forward, Council staff strongly recommend that they City utilize its
development review process and regulations to protect the integrity of the natural resources in the
amendment locations if and when development is proposed.

Housing
Reviewer: Hilary Lovelace (651-602-1555)

The proposed amendment is consistent with the Council’s housing policy. The proposed amendment
reguides the property to a low density residential land use with limited land use capacity. The proposed
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amendment does not change City’s overall capacity to support its share of the region’s affordable
housing need.

The City’s currently guides sufficient land to address its share of the region’s 2011-2020 need for
affordable housing, which is 1,843 units. The City is a participant in Livable Communities Act programs.
The City most recently received a $903,635 Livable Communities Demonstration Account (LCDA) grant
for Trail Point Ridge/Smith Village, which was the subject of Eden Prairie’s most recent amendment.

Compatibility with Plans of Adjacent Governmental Units and Plans of Affected
Special Districts and School Districts

As described above under the Land Use and Natural Resources reviews, the proposed amendments
are not compatible with the USFWS 2004 Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive
Conservation Plan, nor its predecessor, the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, Recreation Area
and State Trail Comprehensive Plan (1983). The Council encourages collaboration with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service regarding the review of future development proposals.

ATTACHMENTS

Figure 1: Location Map Showing Community Designations

Figure 2: Location Map Showing Regional Systems

Figure 3: Current Land Use Guiding — Notermann Residential Development
Figure 4. Proposed Land Use Guiding — Notermann Residential Development
Figure 5: Current Land Use Guiding — Peterson Residential Development
Figure 6: Proposed Land Use Guiding — Peterson Residential Development
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Figure 1: Location Map Showing Community Designations

=

JGALS 38

—| Amendment
Area

Peterson
Amendment |
Area

Extent of
Main Map
o
WASHINGTON
CARVER!
DAKOTA

Page - 9 | METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

ThriveMSP 2040 Community Designations
‘ | Agricultural

Rural Residential
M___H] Diversified Rural
Rural Center
Emerging Suburban Edge
Suburban Edge
Suburban
, Urban
| Urban center

- Ncompass Street Centerlines




['4

—+ S
sait

S .08 TIVHOS

L fa SO

Notermann
Amendment
Area

Figure 2: Location Map Showing Regional Systems

| Peterson
| Amendment
Area

Page - 10 | METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

@ 0 0.5
Regional Systems

[ Planned Fixed Guideway Stations
[ Existing Fixed Guideway Stations
Regional Transitways
=== Existing, Fixed Guideway
= = | Proposed, Fixed Guideway
===mmen EXisting, Bus Rapid Transit
= = 1 Proposed, Bus Rapid Transit
Wastewater Treatment

® Meters

LiftStations

=== MCES Interceptors

MCES Treatment Plants

Regional Highway System
== Interstates
=== US Highways

——= State Highways
- County Roads
Ncompass Street Centerlines

Regional Parks
771 Existing (Open to Public)
In Master Plan (Not Open to Public)

/77, Planned Units

B

Minnesota Valley National Wildlife
Refuge

USFWS Approved Boundary



Figure 3: Current Land Use Guiding — Notermann Residential Development
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Figure 4: Proposed Land Use Guiding — Notermann Residential Development
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Figure 5: Current Land Use Guiding — Peterson Residential Development
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PROJECT SCHEDULE
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PROJECT WORK FLOW

Project
Management

IDILITIES

Roles & Respons

Quality Manager
Jim Archer, P.E.

e Provide oversite and quality
review of structural design

o Lead rail crossing
construction cost estimates
effort

e (ollaborate with TENXTEN for
interpretive design elements

* Collaborate with designers to

produce schematic renderings
of proposed crossing

Principalin Charge

Eric Johnson, P.E.

Trail Design Lead

Dena King, P.E.

e Lead the preliminary design
of the trail

o Collaborate with TENXTEN to
maximize interpretive design
opportunities through
geometric alignment and
elevation

® Collaborate with designers to
produce schematic renderings
of the preliminary trail

forever wild

Project Manager
Kyler Bender, P.E.

Hydraulics Engineer

Tim Olson, P.E.

o Lead preliminary efforts

evaluating each crossing option

hydraulically

* Develop the project’s final
drainage report

e Coordinate storm water
permitting and approvals

PARKS

Project Manager -
Rail Pros

Alex Popovici

» Provide Union Pacific
perspective of each crossing
option

* Plan reviews prior to rail
crossing plan submittal

» Will facilitate communication

and plan submittals to Union
Pacific for approval

Designer -
TENXTEN

John Rasmussen

o Will collaborate with Jim,
Dena, and Bolton & Menk
designers on interpretive
design opportunities

* Assist with construction
costs of interpretive design
elements



